
City of Bowie 
Regular City Council Meeting 

   

Monday, March 3, 2025 
Council Chambers - 8 p.m. 

 
 

 

 
AGENDA 

 
I. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
III. QUORUM 
IV. AGENDA ADDITIONS/DELETIONS/AMENDMENTS 
V. CITIZEN PARTICIPATION 
VI. PRESENTATIONS 
VII. CITY BOARDS AND COMMITTEES 
VIII. COUNCIL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
IX. CITY MANAGER'S REPORT 
X. CONSENT AGENDA 
  A. Adoption of Resolution R-16-25 Waiving by Two-Thirds Vote the Bidding 

Requirements of Section 61 “Purchasing and Contracting” of the City Charter, to 
Allow the City to Enter into a Contract with Emergency Services Consulting 
International, Inc. (ESCI) for Police Department Testing Services 

XI. OLD BUSINESS 
  A. Adoption of Ordinance O-3-25 Amending the Adopted Budget for the Fiscal Year 

Beginning July 1, 2024 and Ending June 30, 2025, As Embodied in Ordinance 
O-4-24, Amended by Ordinance O-7-24, and O-2-25 To Appropriate Funds for 
the Following Projects: $214,500 for Water Main Replacement and $40,100 to 
Fund the Replacement of a Public Works Vehicle - Public Hearing/Eligible for 
Action 

XII. NEW BUSINESS 
  A. Detailed Site Plan DSP-20003-04, Inline Retail at Mill Branch Crossing - Edward 

Gibbs, an attorney for Green Branch LLC, will present to Council the Detailed 
Site Plan DSP-20003-04, Inline Retail at Mill Branch Crossing, for evaluation and 
approval. - Public Hearing/Eligible for Action 

  B. City of Bowie Wayfinding Plan - Consultants Guide Studio, Inc. will brief the City 
Council on the Wayfinding Plan's concepts and strategies. 

XIII. ADJOURNMENT AND MOVE TO CLOSE SESSION 
  A. To adjourn to closed session under the statutory authority of the Md. Annotated 

Code, General Provisions Article §3-305(b)(7): “To consult with counsel to obtain 
legal advice" and §3-305(b)(14) "To discuss, before a contract is awarded or 
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City of Bowie   
 

bids are opened, a matter directly related to a negotiating strategy or the 
contents of a bid or proposal, if public discussion or disclosure would adversely 
impact the ability of the public body to participate in the competitive bidding or 
proposal process." 

 
 
Note: The Ethics Commission has advised that under certain circumstances, members of the 
public may qualify as lobbyists when they testify before the City Council. If so, the Bowie Ethics 
Ordinance requires that certain information be filed with the Ethics Commission. Please review 
the information about lobbying that is provided with the City Clerk. If you have any questions 
about lobbying, please contact the Ethics Commission or the Assistant City Manager. 
 
This meeting will be televised live on Verizon Channel 10 and Comcast Channel 71 and 
996, repeated on 3/5/2025 and 3/8/2025 at 7:00 p.m., and web-streamed live. 
 
For a closed-captioned version of the meeting video, please go 
to https://www.youtube.com/user/cityofbowiemd/playlists and select the 2025 Council 
Meetings list. Once the meeting video opens, be sure to click on “CC” button to turn on 
closed captioning. 
 
 
NEXT REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOWIE CITY COUNCIL - MONDAY, MARCH 17, 2025 
- COUNCIL CHAMBERS - 8:00 P.M. 
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Memorandum 

 
    
TO: City Council   
    
FROM: Alfred Lott, City Manager 
    
SUBJECT: Award a Contract for Police Testing Services to Emergency Services Consulting 

International, Inc. - Resolution R-16-25 
    
DATE: 02/27/2025 
   

 
 
The City of Bowie Police Department requires the services of a consultant to prepare job analyses, 
develop advancement tests and conduct testing of candidates for the positions of Police Officer First 
Class, Master Police Officer, Corporal, Sergeant, and Lieutenant. These services are necessary to 
maintain staffing levels of the City of Bowie Police Department. The City’s contract for these services 
lapsed. City staff found a cooperative contract through the Metropolitan Washington Airport Authority 
(“MWAA”) on which the City could piggyback. The pricing under the MWAA contract is $30,150 for 
Corporal, $81,150 for Sergeant, $81,150 for Lieutenant. 
 
However, when discussing the piggyback opportunity with the consultant hired under the MWAA 
contract, Emergency Services Consulting International, Inc. (“ESCI”), the consultant agreed to 
provide the City more favorable pricing than the pricing established in the MWAA contract due to the 
size of the City and because the City does not require certain services contained in the MWAA 
contract. The price for the Corporal exam is $6,000, Sergeant - $18,000, and Lieutenant - $15,000. 
Police Officer 1st Class - $6,000 and Master Police Officer - $6,000. Since a term of the contract, the 
pricing offered the City, is different than that established in the MWAA contract, the City cannot 
piggyback on the contract. However, since MWAA awarded the ESCI contract as a result of a 
competitive solicitation, as the lowest responsible and responsive bidder, the Police Department does 
not believe that the City will be able to obtain a better price and given current staffing, the Police 
Department does not want to delay testing. 
 
The Police Department believes that the above establishes good cause for waiving the bidding 
requirements of the City Charter and recommends a waiver from Section 61 of the City of Bowie 
Charter for the Police Testing Services. 
 
I concur with the recommendation of the Police Department and request your approval of Resolution 
R-16-25.   
  
ATTACHMENTS: 1. 20250303 - Resolution R-16-25 
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R-16-25

1

RESOLUTION
OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BOWIE, MARYLAND

WAIVING BY TWO-THIRDS VOTE THE BIDDING REQUIREMENTS OF
SECTION 61 “PURCHASING AND CONTRACTING” OF THE CITY CHARTER,

TO ALLOW THE CITY TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH 
EMERGENCY SERVICES CONSULTING INTERNATIONAL, INC. (ESCI) FOR 

POLICE DEPARTMENT TESTING SERVICES

WHEREAS, the Charter of the City of Bowie, Maryland (hereinafter, “the City”) requires, 
in Section 61, that all expenditures for, inter alia, materials, construction of public 
improvements or contractual services involving more than Twenty-Five Thousand Dollars 
($25,000) be made by written contract upon sealed bids to the lowest responsive bid, except 
where the City Council by two-thirds vote waives the bidding requirements for good cause 
shown; and 

WHEREAS, the Bowie Police Department uses testing services for promotions to 
Police Officer 1st Class, Master Police Officer, Corporal, Sergeant and Lieutenant; and

WHEREAS, the Metropolitan Washington Airport Authority had a cooperative contract 
for such services with Emergency Services Consulting International, Inc. that was available for 
the City of Bowie to use; and

WHEREAS, given the size of the City and that the City does not require all of the 
services set forth in the MWAA contract, Emergency Services Consulting has agreed to 
provide the same services to the City of Bowie at a lower price than established in the 
Metropolitan Washington Airport Authority contract; and

WHEREAS, the value of the contract exceeds Twenty-Five Thousand Dollars 
($25,000); and

WHEREAS, the City Council deems the aforestated economic efficiencies and 
performance history to constitute good cause to waive the bidding requirements otherwise 
required by Section 61 of the Charter.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Bowie, Maryland, 
upon a two-thirds vote, that the bidding requirements of Section 61(b)(1) of the City Charter 
are hereby waived with respect to the City entering into a contract with Emergency Services 
Consulting International, Inc., for the Police Department promotional testing services and the 
City Manager is authorized to enter into an agreement with said company in an amount not to 
exceed Fifty-One Thousand Dollars ($51,000).

INTRODUCED AND PASSED by the Council of the City of Bowie, Maryland at a 
Regular Meeting on March 3, 2025.

ATTEST: THE CITY OF BOWIE, MARYLAND

_____________________________ _____________________________
Awilda Hernandez, MMC Timothy J. Adams
City Clerk Mayor
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Memorandum 

 
    
TO: City Council   
    
FROM: Alfred Lott, City Manager 
    
SUBJECT: An Ordinance Approving Supplemental Appropriations for the Annual Budget for Fiscal 

Year 2025 - Ordinance O-3-25 
    
DATE: 02/27/2025 
   

 
 
Ordinance O-3-25 proposes to amend the City’s Fiscal Year 2025 Annual Budget to provide 
additional appropriations for the following purposes: 
 
 

The Water Main Rehabilitation project for the Water Division has experienced a cost increase due 
to higher-than-expected expenses for concrete and asphalt restoration pay items, arising from 
unforeseeable conditions in the field, which were not budgeted in FY2025. $214,500 is requested 
to complete the project.  

 
Vehicle #7 was deemed a total loss in an accident; the replacement vehicle will cost $40,100. 
Therefore, it is requested that an additional amount of $36,000 be appropriated from the General 
Fund balance for this vehicle to make the FY2025 total $40,100.  

 
The insurance recovery for the vehicle was $34,000. Insurance proceeds are credited to the 
General Fund when received. Thus, that portion of the requested $41,100 has been covered by 
funds received and is simply being reallocated.  
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Council’s adoption of Ordinance O-3-25 providing supplemental appropriations for the annual budget 
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2025, is requested.   
  
ATTACHMENTS: 1. 20250303 - Ordinance O-3-25 
 

Page 6 of 86



O-3-25

Asterisks * * *                                          : Indicate matter retained in existing law but omitted herein
[Brackets]                                                                   : [Indicate matter deleted from existing law]

ORDINANCE
OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BOWIE, MARYLAND  

AMENDING THE ADOPTED BUDGET FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 
BEGINNING JULY 1, 2024 AND ENDING JUNE 30, 2025, AS 

EMBODIED IN ORDINANCE O-4-24, AMENDED BY ORDINANCES
O-7-24, AND O-2-25 TO APPROPRIATE FUNDS FOR THE 
FOLLOWING PROJECTS: $214,500 FOR WATER MAIN 

REPLACEMENT AND $40,100 TO FUND THE REPLACEMENT OF A 
PUBLIC WORKS VEHICLE

WHEREAS, as required by the Local Government Article of the Annotated Code 

of Maryland and the Charter of the City of Bowie, the City Council of the City of Bowie, 

Maryland (hereinafter, “the City”) adopted Ordinance No. O-4-24 to appropriate funds 

for the several objects and purposes for which the City intended to provide for the 

Fiscal Year beginning July 1, 2024, and ending June 30, 2025; and

WHEREAS, in accordance with Section 45 of the City Charter, no public money 

may be expended without having been appropriated by the City Council; and

WHEREAS, supplemental appropriations are necessary to reflect additional 

expenditures that were not included in Ordinances O-4-24, amended by O-7-24 and 

O-2-24; and

WHEREAS, it has become necessary, for the reasons set forth herein, to 

appropriate additional funding for the General Fund, Equipment Acquisition and 

Replacement Fund and Water and Sewer Fund; and 

WHEREAS, an additional appropriation of $214,500 for the Water Main 

Replacement Project, because additional materials were required to complete the work 

due to unforeseen conditions in the field, and a total of $40,100 to replace a public 

works vehicle (#7), which was totaled in an accident; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Md. Code Ann., Local Gov’t Article, § 5-205, the City 

may spend money for a purpose different from the purpose for which the money was 

appropriated or spend money not appropriated at the time of the annual levy if 

approved by a two-thirds vote of all the individuals elected to the Council; and 

WHEREAS, City Charter, Sec. 12 “Procedure for enacting ordinances” requires 

that ordinances become effective at the expiration of thirty (30) calendar days following 

their passage by the Council.
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O-3-25

Asterisks * * *                                          : Indicate matter retained in existing law but omitted herein
[Brackets]                                                                   : [Indicate matter deleted from existing law]

Section 1: NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED, by the 

Council of the City of Bowie, that the Budget for the Fiscal Year beginning July 1, 2024, 

ending June 30, 2025, as adopted by Ordinance O-4-24, and amended by Ordinances 

O-7-24 and O-2-25; is further amended as follows:

ESTIMATED REVENUES

Appropriated Fund Balance [$19,761,700] 19,797,700$
TOTAL REVENUES [$85,094,100] 85,130,100$

APPROPRIATION BY ACTIVITY

Nondepartmental- Equipment 
Acquisition And Replacement Fund    [   2,377,400] 2,413,400$  
TOTAL APPROPRIATIONS [$85,094,100] 85,130,100$

ESTIMATED REVENUES

Appropriated Fund Balance [$2,842,100] 2,846,200$  
Transfer from General Fund [  2,377,400] 2,413,400
TOTAL REVENUES [$5,694,600] 5,734,700$  

APPROPRIATIONS

Public Works [$1,724,300] 1,764,400$  
TOTAL APPROPRIATIONS [$5,694,600] 5,734,700$  

***

***

***

EQUIPMENT ACQUISITION AND REPLACEMENT FUND

GENERAL FUND

***

***

***

***
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O-3-25

Asterisks * * *                                          : Indicate matter retained in existing law but omitted herein
[Brackets]                                                                   : [Indicate matter deleted from existing law]

ESTIMATED REVENUES

Appropriated Retained Earnings [$1,978,800] 2,193,300$  
TOTAL REVENUES [$17,867,500] 18,082,000$

APPROPRIATIONS

Water Division [$9,017,300] 9,231,800$  
TOTAL APPROPRIATIONS [$17,867,500] 18,082,000$

WATER AND SEWER FUND

***

***

***

***

Section 2:  BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF BOWIE, that, this Ordinance shall become effective thirty (30) days after its 

enactment by the Council of the City of Bowie, provided that it is adopted by a 2/3 vote 

of the members of the City Council and further provided that a fair summary of this 

Ordinance is published at least once prior to the date of passage and at least once 

within ten (10) days after the date of passage in a newspaper having general circulation 

in the City. 

INTRODUCED by the Council of the City of Bowie, Maryland, at a Regular 

Meeting on ___________________, 2025. 

PASSED by the Council of the City of Bowie, Maryland, at a Regular Meeting 

on ___________________, 2025.

ATTEST: CITY OF BOWIE, MARYLAND

__________________________                   ______
Awilda Hernandez, MMC Timothy J. Adams
City Clerk Mayor

Approved as to Form and
Legal Sufficiency:

____
Elissa D. Levan
City Attorney
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Memorandum 

 
    
TO: City Council   
    
FROM: Alfred Lott, City Manager 
    
SUBJECT: Detailed Site Plan DSP-20003-04, Inline Retail at Mill Branch Crossing 
    
DATE: 02/27/2025 
   

 
 
I. Background and Proposal 
 
The property forming the subject matter of this Detailed Site Plan application consists of 
approximately 1.36± acres of land located on the west side of Saint Lola Lane, south of its 
intersection with Saint Chesley Avenue. The property bears a street address of 3500- 3520 Saint 
Lola Lane, Bowie, Maryland 20716. It is also known as part of Outlots 7 and 8 as depicted on a plat 
of subdivision entitled Mill Branch Crossing and recorded among the Land Records of Prince George' 
s County, Maryland in Plat Book ME262, Plat 52. This property is also depicted on Tax Map 55, Grid 
E- 3. 
 
The property is part of a larger development known as Mill Branch Crossing which is located in the 
northeast quadrant of the intersection of US 301 and Mill Branch Road. It is currently zoned CGO 
(Commercial, General Office) and it was previously zoned C-S-C (Commercial Shopping Center) 
under the prior Zoning Ordinance. This Detailed Site Plan proposes the development and 
construction of an inline retail establishment utilizing the provisions of the prior Zoning Ordinance. 
The owner is Green Branch LLC. 
 
The applicant, Green Branch, LLC has filed an application for Detailed Site Plan approval under the 
prior Commercial Shopping Center (C-S-C) zoning for the 1.36-acre subject property. The Mill 
Branch Crossing property is located on the east side of US 301, approximately 1,500 feet north of 
Mill Branch Road, and the subject site is located on a portion of Outlots 7-8 (see Attachment #1). The 
development proposal includes a 10,237 square foot inline retail building (see Attachment #1). The 
current zoning is Commercial General Office (CGO). 
 
A Statement of Justification was submitted for this application (see Attachment #1).   
  
II. Analysis of Detailed Site Plan DSP-20003-03 
 
Section 27-285(b)(1) of the County Zoning Ordinance requires that the following finding be made for 
a Detailed Site Plan to be approved by the County Planning Board: 
  

The Planning Board may approve a Detailed Site Plan if it finds that the Plan represents a most 
reasonable alternative for satisfying the site design guidelines without requiring unreasonable 
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costs and without detracting substantially from the utility of the proposed development for its 
intended use. If it cannot make this finding, the Planning Board may disapprove the Plan. 
 

Site design guidelines are set forth in Section 27-283 of the Zoning Ordinance and include parking, 
loading and circulation; lighting; grading; service areas; and, architecture. The DSP may be approved 
since it represents a reasonable alternative without requiring unreasonable costs and without 
detracting substantially from the utility of the proposed development for its intended 
use.  Additionally, the use is permitted by right. 
 
The Subdivision and Development Review Committee raised several comments with which City staff 
agrees. The Transportation Section of The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 
(M-NCPPC) recommends a submission of a trip generation matrix detailing the approved and 
proposed development in comparison to the established trip cap. They also recommend two bike 
racks near the entrance to the building along with a detailed showing the inverted U-shaped design 
and a pedestrian and bicycle circulation plan for the site. Another recommendation is to submit a 
truck turning exhibit demonstrating circulation through the site and parking schedule. The Urban 
Design Section of the Development Review Division recommends photometric plan updated to show 
the proposed building mounted lighting. Additionally, the Urban Design Section recommends 
providing wheel stops along the parking space. Also recommended is the rear façade of the building 
should be broken up by providing either transparency via windows or variation of building materials in 
addition to the currently proposed brick façade. Recommend the landscape plan be updated to depict 
the boundaries of the applicable landscape schedule. Lastly, would like to recommend SOJ be 
updated to have an indication of the proposed loading times for the site. Staff recommends the 
following conditions for DSP-20003-04:  

1. Revise the parking schedule to reflect a calculation utilizing the rate for the “Normal Parking 
Generation Group”. 

2. Clarify the Shopping Center pm trip rate (6.21) utilized for the trip generation table. The rate is 
not consistent with the average as used in the am rate. 

             
III. Outstanding Issues 

• The proposed loading space is collocated with a parking lot drive aisle, impacting vehicular 
and pedestrian traffic through the site. Revise the plans such that the loading space does not 
impact movement through the site. 

             
IV. Recommendation 
With the conditions set forth below, staff finds the Detailed Site Plan proposed for the Inline Retail 
site at Mill Branch Crossing will meet the findings for approval set forth in Section 27-285(b). 
Specifically, the proposed Detailed Site Plan represents a reasonable alternative for satisfying the 
site design guidelines, without requiring unreasonable costs and without detracting substantially from 
the utility of the proposed development for its intended use. Therefore, staff recommends 
APPROVAL of Detailed Site Plan DSP-20003-04, with the following conditions, which are intended to 
improve the site design and address conformance with the County Zoning Ordinance and City 
Development Review Guidelines:  
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1. Revise the parking schedule to reflect a calculation utilizing the rate for the “Normal Parking 
Generation Group”. 

2. Clarify the Shopping Center pm trip rate (6.21) utilized for the trip generation table. The rate is 
not consistent with the average as used in the am rate. 

  
  
ATTACHMENTS: 1. 20250303 - Inline Retail Package 
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Memorandum 

 
    
TO: City Council   
    
FROM: Alfred Lott, City Manager 
    
SUBJECT: City of Bowie Wayfinding Plan 
    
DATE: 02/27/2025 
   

 
 
Council will be updated on the City's Wayfinding Plan, which the Planning Department has been 
working on alongside our consultant Guide Studio. The purpose of this project is to help implement a 
comprehensive, user-friendly wayfinding system that identifies logical routes and ensures users can 
easily find their way along the trail system and to nearby destinations. The project area is consistent 
with the plan area of the full Trails Master Plan which highlights the City of Bowie’s trail system and 
how we can better serve our community. The required services include existing conditions analysis, 
multimodal transportation analysis, graphic and map design, brand development, and community 
engagement, all with an emphasis on pedestrian- and transit-oriented development.   
  
ATTACHMENTS: 1. 20250303 - Wayfinding Plan Presentation 
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©Guide Studio, Inc.  guidestudio.com

Wayfinding Assessment and Schematic Design

Bowie Byway
BOBY1845  | MARCH 3, 2025
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Page 1©Guide Studio, Inc.  guidestudio.com  | BOBY1845  |  September 2024  |  City of Bowie  |  Bowie Byway | Wayfinding Assessment

Guide Studio has gone through the following steps to  

develop this framework for your Wayfinding Program:

THE PROCESS TO DATE

>	�Discussion with the client core team

>	�Discovery session with the steering committee

>	Driving tour of the city

>	Internal strategy workshop

>	Review session with client core team

> Positioning strategy development

>	Wayfinding Assessment development

> Schematic Design

The Process
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Discovery Recap
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Project Goals

•	 	Brand cohesion

•	 	Connecting residents with 
City amenities and assets

•	 Informing visitors of City 
amenities and assets

•	 	Ensuring users have a sense 
of community when using 
the Byway

•	 Connecting to other 
communities and regional/
national destinations
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ONE WORD DESCRIPTION

Potential

Inclusive

Schizophrenic

Warm

Friendly

Determined

Disconnected
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Discovery Recap
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“You keep me here because 

you’re a little bit chaotic and 

dysfunctional - enough to be 

a challenge, but a lot of fun”

 
The Steering Committee was asked to 
show off Bowie. If you had someone 
in from out of town for the day, what 
would you do? Where would you take 
them?

AN IDEAL DAY 

Allen Pond Park

Belair 
Mansion

White Marsh 
Park

Historical 
Sites

Melford Mansion

WB&A Trail

Old Town

Trails and Parks

COMMON
THEMES

“I look forward to the future by helping you grow to become everything you have always wanted to be”

“We would definitely take our 
guests to our trails and parks”

“A walk at Allen Pond 

Park is a must!”

“Your waterfront, amazing parks, and historic buildings are a source of constant amazing”

“Check out the art and architecture”

“You keep me here because 
you’re a little bit chaotic and 
dysfunctional - enough to be 
a challenge, but alot of fun”

“I see a lot of young people  
coming and planting roots to  start their families.”

IDEAL DAY
EXCERPTS

“Tour of the first HBCU  
in Maryland”
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Discovery Recap
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JOURNEY MAPPING

EXERCISES

1. Destinations

Mark the major visitor 
destinations. Star the top 5. 

2. Vehicular Paths

Mark what you would consider 
to be roads that offer the BEST 
experience driving around town. 

3. Arrival

Mark what you would consider 
to be the PERCEIVED points of 
arrival into town.

4. Public Parking

Mark public parking lots. Note 
any restrictions/hours, etc.

5. Pedestrian Traffic 

Mark areas you would consider 
to have high pedestrian 
concentration.

6.	 Bike Paths

Mark what you would consider 
key connection points or points 
of interaction between bike 
paths and the city.

Based on data collected from the Steering Committee, the following 
destinations were the most commonly marked and determined to be 
the top destinations in Bowie.

TIER 1 (starred as a top 5 destination by both groups)

•	 Allen Pond Park

•	 Patuxent Wildlife Refuge

•	 Bowie State University

TIER 2 (starred as a top 5 destination by one of the groups, but not both)

•	 Baysox Stadium

•	 WB&A Trail

•	 Whitemarsh Park 

•	 Belair Mansion/Stables

•	 Bowie Town Center

•	 Bowie Museums

TIER 3 (listed but not starred by either group)

•	 Six Flags

•	 NASA

•	 Golf Course

•	 Market Place

•	 Hilltop Plaza

•	 Free State

•	 Melford

•	 Old Bowie

•	 Bowie Plaza

TOP VISITOR DESTINATIONS
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Discovery Recap
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©Guide Studio, Inc.  guidestudio.com

Distinct Advantages
Distinct Advantages are the unique mix of authentic qualities and attributes that make your community stand out from other 
communities. These formulate the backbone of any external facing key messages.
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NOTE: Icons on this page downloaded from the noun project, various artists. ©Guide Studio, Inc.  guidestudio.com

Bowie First 

The Bowie Byway is 
designed with Bowie 
residents in mind, with 
a route that connects 
people to the resources 
and amenities they need. 
Sometimes, the route is 
more scenic, sometimes 
on an existing road, 
sometimes a roadside 
trail, but it’s always about 
utility and ease of use for 
the people of Bowie. It 
creates opportunities for 
the businesses and attrac-
tions that are located (or 
will be located) along the 
route.

Park Your Car 

It’s easy to be clean and 
green on the Bowie Byway. 
With more and more 
Bowie citizens looking for 
ways to be more envi-
ronmentally conscious, 
the Bowie Byway offers a 
great resource to get all 
your errands done and 
have a good (and healthy) 
time doing it. From 
commutes to work to 
picking up something for 
dinner, Bowie Byway gets 
you there.

Bowie and 
Beyond
While Bowie offers almost 
everything you need 
daily, sometimes getting 
away is nice. The Bowie 
Byway makes that easy, 
with a route that inter-
sects regional trails that 
connect you to Baltimore, 
DC, and the entire eastern 
seaboard. You can take a 
trip to get ice cream or 
the trip of a lifetime, all 
just minutes from your 
front door.

Broaden Your 
Horizons
Head to school, see a 
play, attend an amazing 
community event, or start 
a new career with classes 
at Bowie State University 
– it’s all within reach of 
the Bowie Byway, with 
a route that connects all 
of these great amenities 
and more to the people of 
Bowie.

Distinct Advantages
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Key Audiences
It starts with people. We begin to define who will be your initial target for brand communications. These will be your 
priority players, the ones you believe will benefit the most and will be the earliest adopters. This doesn’t mean your 
brand message won’t reach broader audiences, it means your efforts (and energy) will be focused and targeted for 
quicker results.
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Residents seasoned cyclists

Who are they

Bowie residents who bike 

regularly and are familiar 

with the Byway

Key Audiences

What they want

•	 Better amenities, including bike 
parking

•	 Regional route maps

•	 Bike repair and air stations

•	 Connections to places and  
daily amenities
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Key Audiences

Residents infrequent or non-cyclists

Who are they

Bowie residents who cycle 

infrequently, typically for 

recreational purposes

What they want

•	 Safe and easy infrastructure

•	 Wayfinding signage

•	 Connections to attractions and 
amenities

•	 A reason to bike more often
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Key Audiences

Small Business Owners

Who are they

Existing or prospective 

business owners in Bowie

What they want

•	 A robust biking community of 
residents and visitors to drive 
traffic to their own and other 
Bowie businesses
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Key Audiences

Visitors

Who are they

Folks looking for an off-

the-beaten-path place 

as a home base to visit 

Baltimore, Annapolis, and 

DC (and Bowie)

What they want

•	 Places to stay

•	 Easy and clear access to the Bowie 
Byway and regional trails

•	 Comprehensive wayfinding

•	 Access to everyday essentials and 
amenities
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Positioning
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What is a Positioning Statement?
A simple and concise internal statement that articulates who you are, what 

you offer, who it’s for and the end benefit, while also identifying what makes 

you unique within the marketplace.

What is it for?
Your team and stakeholders can use positioning as an internal barometer 

(decision making tool) to ensure that any actions, activities, and 

communications put out into the world align with your brand.
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Positioning Statement

Designed with residents’ needs in mind, The Bowie Byway 

provides an excellent alternative to car travel for navigating 

Bowie and its surroundings. Residents can conveniently 

commute to work, complete daily errands, and discover 

numerous local amenities, all while saving gas and helping  

the environment. Meanwhile, visitors can easily  

access dining, shopping, and entertainment options, 

contributing to a more eco-friendly travel experience.

Audience: residents (old and new) and visitors to Bowie

Distinct Advantages: alternative to car travel, commute to 
work, run errands, find entertainment, and places to eat 
and shop

Guiding Principles: resident’ needs in mind

End Benefit: saving gas, eco-friendly travel

audience

audience

guiding principle

end benefit

end benefit

end benefit

distinct advantage

distinct advantage

distinct advantage

distinct advantage

distinct advantage
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Brand Narrative

Bowie has everything you need – great housing options, convenience 

amenities, plenty of places to shop and dine, and some truly amazing 

parks and recreational opportunities. Most folks think a car is 

essential to enjoy the bounty that Bowie offers, but there’s a hidden 

gem that is begging to change the narrative: The Bowie Byway. 

Connecting residents and visitors to all the great things Bowie has 

to offer, the Byway is a great way to lower your carbon footprint, get 

healthy, tackle all your daily chores, commute, AND have fun while 

doing it. Some people already know, and many more soon will:  

It’s always better to skip the highway – take the Byway.
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Analysis & 
Recommendations
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Signage is one of the first 
physical interactions a person 
has with a place and will make 
an impression—either positive or 
negative—to visitors, residents, & 
potential business owners. 

•	 Lack of signage

• 	 Inconsistent signage and visual cues

•	 Lack of knowledge/understanding the 
trail network

•	 Not fully connected

•	 Perceived distances & difficulty (high 
level of cycling experience needed)

•	 Perceived safety issues/traffic

•	 Lack of bike parking & bike amenities
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Current Challenges
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The Bowie Byway

What is the “Bowie Byway?”

The Bowie Byway is a North-South travel corridor where bicycle and 
pedestrian users will be given priority to the extent practical, and would be 
reinforced by signage, pavement markings, environmental design, street 
design (e.g. bump outs and pedestrian crossings). The purpose of the Byway 
is to connect the facilities, establish a strong community image, and increase 
the safety and connectivity of Bowie’s trail system, while emphasizing Bowie’s 
parks, shopping malls and centers, universities and more.
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Tier 1

1 Allen Pond Park

2 Bowie State University

3 Patuxent Wildlife Refuge

Tier 2

4 Prince George’s Stadium (Baysox)

5 WB & A Trail

6 Belair Mansion & Stables

7 Bowie Town Center

Tier 3

8 Bowie Playhouse

9 Railroad Museum

10 Radio & TV Museum

11 White Marsh Park

12 Melford

13 Old Bowie

14
High School/Performing Arts Center/
Library

15 South Lake

16 9/11 Memorial Trail

17 East Coast Greenway

18 American Discovery Trail

KEY

City Border

Bowie Byway
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Top Destinations

What is a “Top Destination?”

Only highly visited public destinations should be included on wayfinding 
signage. Not only are these the destinations that visitors are looking for the 
most, but are also the least likely to change. Symbols & general messaging may 
be used on signs (for example, shopping & dining) to direct to areas containg 
large concentration of private businesses. Private businesses may be included 
in more detail on information kiosks where information can be changed more 
frequently and less expensively.

*	Top Destinations and tier designations are based on data collected from the Steering Committee 
and discussion with the City of Bowie Client Team.

What is the “Bowie Byway?”

The Bowie Byway is a North-South travel corridor where bicycle and 
pedestrian users will be given priority to the extent practical, and would be 
reinforced by signage, pavement markings, environmental design, street 
design (e.g. bump outs and pedestrian crossings). The purpose of the Byway 
is to connect the facilities, establish a strong community image, and increase 
the safety and connectivity of Bowie’s trail system, while emphasizing Bowie’s 
parks, shopping malls and centers, universities and more.
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Activity Hubs

What is an “Activity Hub?”

For the purposes of this project, an “Activity Hub” is defined as a larger area or 
district that contains a mix of amenities (may contain residences, shopping and 
dining, entertainment, recreation, etc.) “Activity Hubs” may be directed to by 
name because they are critical points along the Bowie Byway. Once inside that 
area, more specific signage may be implemented (either by the City or Owner) 
to direct to individual destinations. We recommend that the City implement 
a Content Policy to clearly define what is considered an “Activity Hub” to 
manage what will be allowed on Byway signage.

What is the “Bowie Byway?”

The Bowie Byway is a North-South travel corridor where bicycle and 
pedestrian users will be given priority to the extent practical, and would be 
reinforced by signage, pavement markings, environmental design, street 
design (e.g. bump outs and pedestrian crossings). The purpose of the Byway 
is to connect the facilities, establish a strong community image, and increase 
the safety and connectivity of Bowie’s trail system, while emphasizing Bowie’s 
parks, shopping malls and centers, universities and more.

What is a “Top Destination?”

Only highly visited public destinations should be included on wayfinding 
signage. Not only are these the destinations that visitors are looking for the 
most, but are also the least likely to change. Symbols & general messaging may 
be used on signs (for example, shopping & dining) to direct to areas containg 
large concentration of private businesses. Private businesses may be included 
in more detail on information kiosks where information can be changed more 
frequently and less expensively.

*	Top Destinations and tier designations are based on data collected from the Steering Committee 
and discussion with the City of Bowie Client Team.
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City Border

Bowie Byway

Activity Hub
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18

18
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17 TOP DESTINATIONS

Tier 1

1 Allen Pond Park

2 Bowie State University

3 Patuxent Wildlife Refuge

Tier 2

4 Prince George’s Stadium (Baysox)

5 WB & A Trail

6 Belair Mansion & Stables

7 Bowie Town Center

Tier 3

8 Bowie Playhouse

9 Railroad Museum

10 Radio & TV Museum

11 White Marsh Park

12 Melford

13 Old Bowie

14
High School/Performing Arts Center/
Library

15 South Lake

16 9/11 Memorial Trail

17 East Coast Greenway

18 American Discovery Trail

Trail Connection Points 
These indicate locations where the Bowie 
Byway meets another major trail or trail 
system (WB & A, 9/11 Memorial, East Coast 
Greenway, Bowie Heritage, American 
Discovery Trail).

Byway Gateway
Points that should announce the user is 
entering the Bowie Byway. This may be a 
connection from another major trail (or 
part of major trail that is also part of the 
Bowie Byway), the city border,  etc. 
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Sign Program Guiding Principles

1.	 Primary focus of the Byway (and its wayfinding) is connecting Bowie residents to amenities.

2.	 Use “segments” to help manage the amount of information to comprehend for a user. Prioritize Tier 1 destinations and 

destinations within a 1/4 - 1/2 mile radius.

3.	 Place a network map at every trailhead/trail junction location and large gathering area(parks, activity hubs, etc.) One side could be a 

local map, other side could be more regional or national - did you know you can get to…

4.	 Directionals should be placed at key decision points and at “gaps” in the Byway and between trails. Signage should include mileage 

and time.

5.	 Signage must be promote safety and be clearly understood. Special care should be taken where vehicular traffic and bike/

pedestrian traffic merge.

6.	 Use placemaking elements along with signage to clearly identify the Byway. Placemaking elements may also be used as to not 

compete with DOT signage.

7.	 Direct to major “activity hubs” by name, all other retail/dining areas will be directed to by function (for example, “shopping & 

dining”). The City should develop a content policy to manage what can appear on signs.

8.	 Include cardinal directions on signage to help people orient themselves on the trails.

9.	 Create a system that is flexible and that can be implemented as sections of the Byway are being completed. Signs should be easily 

changeable/updateable.

10.	 The Byway needs to be marketed and known an amenity. A goal is that it becomes a standard alternative to driving.
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Content Policy

The key to a successful wayfinding system is providing relevant 

information at the proper time and location. Signs that contain too 

much information are confusing, overwhelming, unsafe, and often 

ignored. Information should be presented to a cyclist along their 

journey in a general to specific manner as they get closer to the 

destination. For example, a cyclist traveling from South Lake to the 

Old Town Bowie Welcome Center, does not need the Welcome Center 

specifically listed on signage until they reach Old Bowie. They simply 

need to be directed to Old Bowie. Once in Old Bowie, content can 

become more specific to direct to the Welcome Center (along with the 

Railroad Museum and other amenities within the area).

Messaging should be simple and clear, which may require shortening 

of names. Only highly recognized abbreviations should be used. 

A Sign Content Policy should be instituted that standardizes who 

and what can appear on signage. This policy will help manage and 

simplify information so that it can be easily comprehended by users.

There may be instances where nonstandard content is necessary. 

The City should establish a process/review body, so that any custom 

requests or deviations can be managed and approved objectively and 

consistently.

GENERAL CONTENT POLICY

In general, only civic/public destinations should be listed on directional signs and maps. Private 

organizations and businesses change too frequently to ensure accuracy of information and 

ease of maintaining the system. 

Other considerations include:

» Open to the public

» Have significant visitor interest

» Open year-round

» Give the local area a distinct identity

» Reached by an easily identifiable and safe route

It is important to identify locations of comfort amenities such as places to eat, restrooms, 

stores, etc. However, since many of these types of amenities are privately owned and often 

exist in larger groupings, only general terminology such as “Shopping/Dining” is to be used. 

For the Bowie Byways certain “Activity Hubs” have been identified as exceptions to the rule 

because they are critical points along the Bowie Byway that contain mixed-use amenities. 

“Activity Hubs” can be thought of as anchors along the Byway.

Universally recognized symbols can also aid in quick recognition and are beneficial for foreign-

speaking users.

DESTINTION TYPES
Destination types that are appropriate for inclusion as messages on signs include:

Places

» 	Cities

» 	Neighborhoods/Districts/Downtowns

» 	Central Business Districts/designated 

“Activity Hubs”)

» 	Shopping/Dining Areas (No Specific 

business names

» 	Public Restrooms

Civic and Cultural Destinations

» 	Highly-visited government offices

»	 Libraries

» 	Museums

» 	Performance Art Venues

» 	High Schools/Colleges

» 	K-12 Schools (should be limited to signs 

within .5 miles or one-turn away)

Parks and Trails

»	 Individual Parks

» 	Park Systems

» 	Adjoining Trails/Network Transit

» 	Rail/Bus Stations

»	 Bikeshare/Rental locations

» 	Parking Emergency Services

» 	Hospitals/First Aid

» 	Police/Fire stations

» 	Bike “Fix-it” Facilities
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Welcome to the Bowie Byway

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod 
tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis 
nostrud  Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod 
tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis 
nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Vel 
illum dolore eu feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros et accumsan et iusto odio dignissim qui blandit 
praesent luptatum zzril delenit augue duis dolore te feugait nulla facilisi.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, cons ectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod 
tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis 
nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat.
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tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis 
nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Vel 
illum dolore eu feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros et accumsan et iusto odio dignissim qui blandit 
praesent luptatum zzril delenit augue duis dolore te feugait nulla facilisi.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, cons ectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod 
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praesent luptatum zzril delenit augue duis dolore te feugait nulla facilisi.
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Welcome to the Bowie Byway

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod 
tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis 
nostrud  Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod 
tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis 
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BOWIE

BY WAY

BOWIE

BY WAY

BOWIE

BY WAY

BOWIE

BY WAY

2 Mileage will reflect greater sum of mileage markers
To not be new numbers. Only reflecting existing mileage numbers.

1 Badge Street Topper to be programmed 
minimally throughout residences

Pole BadgeBYWAY ONLY
SIGNAGE SYSTEM

SCALE: 3/4" = 1'

IMAGE REFERENCE
NTS

BYWAY PLACEMAKING COLOR PALETTE
NTS

E.1 Pole Badge DirectionalE.3 Street ToppersF Byway Specific Mile Marker
Front & Side

G.1 Placemaking Markers (2 Options)H.2Multi-Use Trail Mile Marker - Multiple SidesG.2
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STEEP
INCLINE

.5mi

YIELD TO
1-2mi

UNCLEAR
SIGHT LINE

.25mi

BIKE REPAIR
STATION

.25mi

BOWIE

BY WAY

BOWIE

BY WAY

BOWIE

BY WAY

BOWIE

BY WAY

BOWIE

BY WAY

SHARE THE ROAD
1 mi

BOWIE

BY WAY

TRAIL CLOSED AHEAD

DETOUR

BOWIE

BY WAY

BRIDGE CLOSED AHEAD

BOWIE

BY WAY

UNEVEN GROUNDING

DETOUR

PERMENANT CONDITION-BASED SIGNAGE

SCALE: 3/4" = 1'

TEMPORARY CONDITION-BASED SIGNAGE - LAYOUT TEMPLATES

SCALE: 3/4" = 1'

TEMPORARY CONDITION-BASED SIGNAGE - LAYOUT APPLIED 

SCALE: 3/4" = 1'

Iconography MessagingH.1
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Bowie Town Center .25

BOWIE

BY WAY

Allen Pond Park .5

Radio & TV Museum 1

9/11 Memorial Trail East

9/11 Memorial Trail NW

Bowie Town Center .25

BOWIE

BY WAY

Allen Pond Park .5

South Lake 1

9/11 Memorial Trail

Governor Bridge Park
Prince George’s Stadium
Bowie Town Center

Miles

.25
.5

9/11 Memorial Trail

Melford Town Center 1

Welcome to the Bowie Byway

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod 
tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis 
nostrud  Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod 
tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis 
nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Vel 
illum dolore eu feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros et accumsan et iusto odio dignissim qui blandit 
praesent luptatum zzril delenit augue duis dolore te feugait nulla facilisi.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, cons ectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod 
tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis 
nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat.

BOWIE

BY WAY

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam 
nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat 
volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud  Lorem ipsum dolor 
sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh 

BIKE M
AP

BOWIE

BY WAY

WELCOME TOWELCOME TO

Gateway KioskDByway Welcome GatewayD.1

WAYFINDING LAYOUTS
SCALE: 3/4" = 1'

On Road - Large DirectionalAOn Road - Large DirectionalA

D-01
A-02

D.1

A-03
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Bowie Town
Center    .5 mi

BOWIE

BY WAY

NO MOTORIZED VEHICLES

Share the Trail

Allen Pond Park .25 mi

South Lake        .5 mi

Allen Pond Park .25

BOWIE

BY WAY

Radio & TV  Museum  .25

BOWIE

BY WAY

9/11 Memorial NW Trail

9/11 Memorial E Trail

WAYFINDING LAYOUTS
SCALE: 3/4" = 1'

O� Road - Large DirectionalC On Road - Large DirectionalA On Road - Large DirectionalA

C-04 A-05 A-06
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HS/Performing Arts .5

Center & Library .5

BOWIE

BY WAY

Melford Town Center .25

9/11 Memorial N Trail

White Marsh Park .5

Bowie Playhouse .5

BOWIE

BY WAY

HS/Performing Arts .25

9/11 Memorial N Trail

Bowie Town Center .25

BOWIE

BY WAY

9/11 Memorial N Trail 

East Coast Greenway

On Road -Large DirectionalA On Road  - Large DirectionalA On Road - Large DirectionalA

WAYFINDING LAYOUTS
SCALE: 3/4" = 1'

A-07

A-08
A-09
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