
 
 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 
TO:  City Council 
 
FROM:  Alfred D. Lott, ICMA-CM, CPM 
   City Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Status Report 

 
DATE:  December 20, 2018 

 
 
Status Report 

 
 

1. Trails Master Plan Survey and Workshop 
Trails Master Plan Survey - The Planning Department is working to update the City’s 
2002 Trails Master Plan and is seeking input, ideas and suggestions for the future of our 
City’s trail network.  We are asking residents to help us identify issues and concerns 
about bicycling and walking in Bowie and their ideas for enhancing the bicycling and 
walking experience in Bowie.  Please assist us by completing a survey found at:  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/bowie_trails_survey and by letting your constituents 
know of this opportunity. 
  
Trails Master Plan Workshop – SAVE THE DATE:  Mark Saturday, February 2, 2019 
from 9:00 AM to Noon for a Planning Workshop to help update the City of Bowie’s 
Trails Master Plan.  The meeting will take place at the Kenhill Center located at 2614 
Kenhill Dr.  The attached flyer provides additional information about the Trails Plan 
Update as well as the workshop. 
 
For more information please visit: 
https://www.cityofbowie.org/2410/Trails-Master-Plan 

 
2. 2019 Development Sites & Transportation Projects Outline 

Attached is a copy of the end of year report prepared by the Department of Planning and 
Community Development. The publication gives the current status of over 40 
development sites, as well as transportation projects, in and around Bowie. Copies of the 
document may be obtained by contacting the Planning Department.  
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https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/bowie_trails_survey
https://www.cityofbowie.org/2410/Trails-Master-Plan


TAKE THE SURVEY!
We need your help!

Please take a moment to fill out a 
questionnaire to help us identify 
the issues and needs.  The survey 
should take about 10 minutes to 
complete.

The results of the survey will 
help guide the development 
of the plan. The February 2nd  
public meeting will build upon 
the results of the survey to 
confirm the identified needs and 
brainstorm how best to meet 
those needs. The draft plan will 
then be developed based upon 
the survey, public meeting, field 
observations and other research.

The survey is  open through 
January 18, 2019.  If you have 
any questions or need more 
information about the plan, 
please send an email with your 
question using the address:  
bowietrailsplan@lardnerklein.com

LINK TO SURVEY:
https://www.surveymonkey.

com/r/bowie_trails_survey 

Help the 
City of Bowie 

Plan Our Trails
Join us for a Planning Workshop on:

Saturday, February 2, 2019* 
Workshop: 9:00 a.m. -12:00 noon

Kenhill Center
2614 Kenhill Dr.
Bowie, MD 20715

* snow date February 9, 2019 (same time and place)

 
We are looking for new ideas and 
suggestions for the future of our City’s trail 
network:

•	 Issues and concerns about bicycling and walking in 
Bowie

•	 Ideas for enhancing the bicycling and walking 
experience in Bowie

For more information please visit:
•	 https://www.cityofbowie.org/2410/Trails-Master-Plan

Or contact: 
Joseph Meinert, Director
Planning & Community Development Department 
Bowie City Hall
15901 Excalibur Rd.
Bowie, MD 20716
email: jmeinert@cityofbowie.org
phone: 301-809-3047



City of Bowie  
Trails Master Plan Update

The City of Bowie’s Trails Master Plan was originally approved in 2002 and 
it has been used to guide the City’s Capital Improvement Program, grant 
applications and several revisions to City standards. An interim update 
occurred in 2008 when the Bowie Heritage Trail system was endorsed by the 
City Council.  More recently, the City’s 2016 Sustainability Plan targeted two 
specific goals for improving the City’s walkability and expanding existing trails 
for biking, hiking and family walks into a safe interconnected network.

The City has funded an update to the Trails Master Plan to address these 
goals and to set new priorities for future capital improvement projects to 
help achieve the goals.  Updating the City Trails Master Plan presents an 
opportunity to address current issues and the needs of the trail system’s users.  

Bowie’s Trails
In 2017, City staff completed an update of the 
public trail system inventory documenting the 
locations of City and County parkland and the 
public trail network consisting of the following 
types of trails:  
    Shared Road
    Multi-Use Trail in Park
    Multi-Use Trail
    Sidepath

The trail map can be downloaded at: 
https://www.cityofbowie.org/DocumentCenter/View/7175/Trails3x4

The Trails Plan Update
In November 2018, the firm of Lardner/Klein Landscape Architects, P.C., of 
Alexandria, Virginia was hired to prepare an update to the City’s Trails Master 
Plan.  Lardner/Klein specializes in the planning, design and management 
of public landscapes, including greenways, trails, complete streets, parks, 
historic places and neighborhoods.  The firm has developed master plans for 
Whitemarsh Park and Allen Pond Park in the City, as well as one for nearby 
Watkins Regional Park operated by The Maryland-National Capital Park and 
Planning Commission. 

The project will be completed by June 30, 2019 and community input is a 
critical factor in this process. A community survey and other outreach activities, 
two public workshops, and several public presentations are planned.  For more 
information visit: https://www.cityofbowie.org/2410/Trails-Master-Plan.

Anticipated 
Schedule

Month

Phase One: Data 
Gathering

Nov-Dec 
2018

1.	 Organize planning process
2.	 Review existing plans and 

polices (City, County, State
3.	 Conduct a community survey

Phase Two:  
Analysis

Jan-Feb
2019

4.	 Identify gaps in trail network
5.	 Determine criteria for setting 

priorities
6.	 Conduct a public workshop #1
7.	 Review and analyze data

Phase Three: Draft 
Plan Preparation

March-April 
2019

8.	 Vision Statement
9.	 Goals and Objectives
10.	Conduct public workshop #2

Phase Four: Plan 
Production

May-June 
2019

11.	Prepare Draft Plan
12.	Conduct Stakeholders Meeting
13.	Present Draft to City Council at 

Public Hearing
14.	Submit Final Plan
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