
 
 
 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 

TO:    City Council 
 
FROM:    John L. Fitzwater 
     Acting City Manager 
 
SUBJECT:   Status Report                            DATE: July 7, 2016 
 

 
1. Retail Map of Bowie 

The Economic Development Office has prepared a pictorial map of retail locations and 
retailers in Bowie for use in ongoing marketing efforts.  The map is available in several 
sizes and electronic formats. A copy of the JPG 24 x 14 version is attached. 

 
2. Mitchellville South Park Water Main Replacement Project 

The Public Works Department attended the WSSC Community Meeting on Thursday, 
June 30, 2016 at the South Bowie Community Center in Pointer Ridge. The meeting was 
chaired by the WSSC spokesperson, Mr. Bhusan Basnet, along with their consultant, Mr. 
Joseph Danquah of EBA. 
 
The purpose for the meeting was to provide residents with an overview of the water main 
replacement project planned for the Pointer Ridge neighborhood and to allow them an 
opportunity to ask questions.  The meeting was attended by approximately 50 residents.  
 
Following are the questions posed and the WSSC response: 
 
Q. When will WSSC replace the water lines in the remainder of Pointer Ridge? 
A.  WSSC has programmed approximately $22 million a year for water main replacement 
projects in Prince George’s and Montgomery Counties.  There is no schedule as to when the other 
sections of Pointer Ridge will be upgraded. 
 
Q  Will my water bill increase? 
A.  Most likely a $3 to $4 per month increase. 
 
Q.  Is the water house connection between the curb stop and meter at the home copper or 
galvanized?  
A.  If the lines were constructed in the early 1960’s, they may be galvanized, otherwise they are 
copper. The Commission is not responsible for any replacement work required between the curb 
stop at the property line and the house meter. 
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Q.  How will motorists be affected by the work? 
A.  WSSC will maintain thru traffic at all times and will not block a street.  WSSC cannot leave a 
trench open for more than eight (8) hours before they backfill or provide steel plates. Flagmen 
will be required whenever there is a need to control traffic. 
 
Q.  Will the streets be resurfaced? 
A.  All disturbed streets will be milled and resurfaced with a two-inch (2”) bituminous coarse 
material upon completion of the work. 
 
Q.  Will WSSC do any replacement of the water house connection between the property line and 
their house meter? 
A.  Any work required in this area will have to be done by the property owner. 
 
Q.  Will my water service be cut off? 
A.   Water service will not be cut off to any residence for more than three hours.  The contractor 
will notify the owner at least two (2) days in advance of a planned shutoff. 
 
Q.  When will the work begin?  
A.   Construction bids are expected this summer and construction work is scheduled to begin in 
Spring of 2017.  
  
Q.  How will temporary water be distributed to my home? 
A.  Temporary conduit will be placed in the gutter to bypass areas where water is shut off while 
work proceeds.  These pipes will be protected with cover at the driveway entrances.  Residents 
are urged not to drive over unprotected conduit in the gutter.  Bypass conduit can only be used 
between March and November due to freezing weather, consequently work in these areas will be 
staged based upon these conditions.  All water supplied to each home will be shut off for a few 
minutes while the main is connected to the curb stop. 
 
Q.  How will residents be notified when either the water is shut off or work will be performed on 
their street? 
A.  The contractor will provide advance notification for the areas of work on a daily basis.  They 
will also provide notice of water cutoffs.  A notice will also be provided by the Commission with 
contact information should the residents have questions or complaints.  It was also suggested that 
residents place the notice on their refrigerators for reference. 
 
Q  What is the sequence for the work? 
A.  The sequence for the work will be determined by the contractor at the pre-construction 
meeting. 
 
Q.  How will the contractor backfill the open trench? 
A.  They will place a gravel type mix at the surface and follow within two (2) or three (3) weeks 
with a temporary bituminous permeable material.  This repair will remain until the streets are 
resurfaced upon acceptance of the work. 
 
It was explained to the group that there would be an expected discoloration to the water 
after the WHC is connected to the main.  WSSC suggested that residents run their water 
into the upper level bathtub until the water clears.  Also it was explained to the group that 
work could take up to two years, depending on the weather and the number of crews 
assigned to the project. 
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