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MEMORANDUM

TO:
   City Council

FROM:
   David J. Deutsch



   City Manager

SUBJECT:   Status Report                         

DATE: November 27, 2013
1.   Amber Ridge Traffic Study Update

This week, Planning staff received a referral of a Traffic Impact Study Scoping Agreement for the Amber Ridge property.  This 19-acre property is located on the west side of US 301 between Mitchellville Road and Pointer Ridge Drive in the C-S-C (Commercial Shopping Center) zone.  The property owner, Gary Rappaport, has indicated an intent to file a rezoning application for the M-X-T (Mixed Use Transportation Oriented) zone in the very near future.  The 2006 Approved Bowie and Vicinity Master Plan recommends mixed use development for the property.  A traffic study is required to support such an application.  The Scoping Agreement referred by the Transportation Planning Section of The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission identifies a development proposal of 320 multi-family residential units and up to 22,000 square feet of retail space (consisting of one 14,000 square foot pharmacy and two 4,000 square foot banks).  The site has an approved Preliminary Plan of subdivision for 180,000 square feet of commercial development and a vested peak hour trip cap of 121 AM trips and 640 PM trips.  The proposed development would increase the AM peak hour trips by 132 trips, while decreasing the PM peak hour trips by 274 trips.  The rezoning would decrease the daily trip generation of the site from 6,394 to 3,605 trips.  The application for rezoning has not yet been filed but was issued an application number (A-10031). Staff expects that it will be filed in early 2014.  Rezoning is an arduous, time-consuming process even under the M-X-T zone.  City hearings are anticipated in mid-2014.  A conceptual site plan will be filed with the zoning map amendment application and, if rezoning is granted, review of a Detailed Site Plan would also be required.
2.   Animal Holding Room
Enclosed is the letter received this week from CLAW, as mentioned by Ms. Kelley-Baker at the Council Meeting.  Staff will be reviewing, working with CLAW and reporting to Council.    
