TO:

MEMORANDUM

City Council

FROM: David J. Deutsch

City Manager

SUBJECT: Status Report DATE: May 23, 2013

1.

Bike to Work Day

Last Friday, May 17", was the annual Bike to Work Day event in the Washington, D.C.
region. The organizers of this event are Commuter Connections (Council of Governments)
and the Washington Area Bicyclist Association (WABA). As in years past, there were two
pit stops in the City: outside the Food Court at the Bowie Town Center; and, at the
Huntington Fire Station in Old Town Bowie. Region-wide, the number of pit stops increased
this year by 14 locations, to 72. Event organizers had set a goal of 14,000 participants.
According to a Commuter Connections press release late last Friday, this year’s number of
cyclists was 14,500, which was 1,800 more riders than last year (15%). Ten years ago, 3,200
riders participated in this event at 15 pit stops.

The Bowie Town Center pit stop had 50 preregistrants, with 30 of those attending (60%).
Twenty-nine cyclists preregistered for the Old Town Bowie pit stop; 16 of those rode to that
location (55%). Five “walk-ups” also attended for a total of 21 participants.

Special thanks this year are again extended to The Simon Property Group for offering their
site as a pit stop and for donating snacks and beverages for the riders, and to the firefighters
at the Huntington Fire Station for allowing us to use their location for the event.

BGE Rate Increase Filing With the PSC

BGE has filed with the Maryland Public Service Commission (PSC) for a rate increase for
both electric and natural gas distribution base rates for both residential and commercial
customers. BGE does not provide natural gas service to Bowie customers. BGE contends
that the rate adjustments will be used to invest $3 billion over the next several years in capital
improvements to their electric and gas distribution systems to enhance safety and reliability.
Under the proposed rate adjustments, the total typical residential electric bill is expected to
increase by about $53 per year (approximately 4%), based on monthly usage of 800 kilowatt
hours of electricity. Attached is the press release provided by BGE that provides additional
information.
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3. Malcolm “Skip” Popp Award Presentation and Reception

The Malcolm “Skip” Popp Award is offered by the City of Bowie for Scouts and/or Scout
leaders who have performed extraordinary and distinguished community service, within
Scout organizations in the City. Ms. Diane Traweek from Girl Scout Troop 992 has been
selected by the Community Outreach Committee to receive the Popp Award for calendar
year 2012. During the past year, Ms. Traweek gave 600+ hours of service to Girl Scouting.
This included being actively involved with Service Unit, Association and Council events.
Troop 992 has grown to almost 50 members because she turned away no applicant due to her
belief that all girls should experience Scouting. Ms. Traweek’s efforts in community service
through the Bowie Stream Team cleanup project and other events, and her demonstrated
leadership in Scouting has made a positive impact on her community and the City. The
award will be presented to Ms. Traweek on Monday, June 3™ at the Council Meeting.
Council is invited to attend the reception which will be held at City Hall at 7 p.m. in her
honor.

4. Life at Allen Pond Park
“Life at Allen Pond Park” is the City’s latest addition to its collection of public art. The
artwork is a very large 16 feet wide, 6 feet high mural that will be hung on a wall at the
Boathouse at Allen Pond Park just in time for Bowiefest on Saturday, June 1. The mural
celebrates some of the variety of what Bowie residents and their neighbors enjoy about Allen
Pond and includes the pond and a paddleboat, various sports found at the Park, and the
playground.

The artist is George Tuggle, Jr. He is a member of Passageways Artists Studios, a Bowie
resident, and a member of the Arts Committee. The project has been a labor of love and
passion for him since he took this on last summer. He didn’t add his hours, but it’s easily
been a consuming project and has taken way over 1,000 hours of his life. The mural is all
acrylic paints painted on PVC panels.

5. Free Shredding & Styrofoam Recycling Event - June 15

The Public Works Department has scheduled another shredding event for Saturday, June 15,
from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. It will take place in the parking lot at Bowie High School. Residents
can bring up to five kitchen-size trash bags or five archive boxes of their personal documents
to be shredded while they wait. Crew members will also be collecting expanded polystyrene
Styrofoam for recycling at this event. This is the stiff Styrofoam that is used in packaging of
electronics and other sensitive items. They will not be able to accept styrofoam plates, cups,
egg cartons or fast food containers. Residents can call the Public Works Department at 301-
809-2344 for more information. A publicity flyer for the event is attached.
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